
Greenacres Building Committee Meeting Tuesday, Sep. 26, 2017 
 
Summary 
 
The fourth meeting of the Greenacres Building Committee was held on Tuesday, September 26 
at 3:15 pm in the library at Greenacres, and was attended by 22 committee members, comprised 
of parents, community members, staff, Board members, and administrators, with Stuart Mattey, 
Assistant Superintendent for Business and Facilities, presiding.  
 
The meeting began with a discussion of concerns, notably traffic flow and parking. In response 
to a question, it was noted that the SEQRA review, although not completed, is not believed to 
include a parking and traffic review in its recommendations. It was suggested by a committee 
member that a parking and traffic study is needed to resolve these concerns, which are of long 
standing. It was noted these concerns are not limited to Greenacres, but are also faced by other 
buildings in the District. 
 
There was also an extended discussion about continuing strong sentiment from a few committee 
members that the proposed renovation/addition does not address all of the issues at Greenacres, 
such as crossing Huntington Avenue for recess, renovating existing bathrooms, or expanding 
smaller classrooms. The matter was debated at length with other Committee members who were 
satisfied that the present proposal meets Greenacres’ needs.  
 
Board of Education member Pam Fuehrer, who is serving on the Greenacres Building 
Committee, reviewed Board deliberations concerning Greenacres over the past three years, 
including its decision to move ahead with renovation and expansion plans and its commitment to 
addressing the top priority health and safety needs in other buildings. Ms. Fuehrer asked the 
Committee to continue to work on the renovation/expansion proposal in order to ensure the best 
building possible. 
 
Other topics discussed included whether Greenacres has a mold problem, and whether the 
replacement of roofs and boilers throughout the District is justified. Director of Facilities John 
Trenholm reported that an outside expert determined that Greenacres does not have a mold 
problem, and that any excess moisture in the basement area can be effectively remediated by the 
professional-grade dehumidifying system proposed by the architects. Mr. Trenholm also reported 
that the age and condition of roofs and boilers throughout the District called for replacement. 
 
The Committee then heard a report from Joe Rettig of BBS Architects & Engineers reviewing in 
detail the infrastructure work proposed for Greenacres, apart from the renovation/expansion 
project. The Committee went over each line item, focusing in particular on unit ventilators and 
how they might be adapted for air conditioning installation.  
 
The Committee also requested cost estimates for existing bathroom renovations. It was noted by 
BBS that if small classroom bathrooms are renovated, that would necessitate a waiver of ADA 
compliance requirements from the State Education Department, as the requirements would mean 
an enlargement of the bathrooms and subsequent incursion into classroom space. In response to 



an inquiry, Mr. Trenholm confirmed that some bathroom renovation could, if not ultimately 
included in the bond, be covered under the annual plant improvement budget similar to other 
buildings.  
 
Mr. Mattey noted that the scope of work addressing priority projects under consideration 
allocates proportionately more to Greenacres, updating its infrastructure, overdue as a result of 
smaller allocations to Greenacres in previous capital improvement bonds. Of approximately $90 
million in projects identified District-wide, $11.6 million of those projects are in Greenacres. Not 
all of those projects need to be included in this bond, however, due to their being of lower 
priority. District-wide there is approximately $30 million included in the current bond scope to 
address priority needs projects. 
 
The Committee asked for further clarification on how air-exchange systems function, the 
possibility of installing ceiling fans, the cost of installing air conditioning, and water monitoring 
for lead levels. Mr. Mattey and Mr. Trenholm described the process for monitoring lead levels 
and informed the group that lead filters were installed on all District sinks and fountains 
requiring them over a year ago, and that they are replaced every six months. Liz Marrinan, 
Village Liaison to the Committee, reported that the Village engineer has been and will continue 
to work with BBS engineers on various aspects of the project. Mr. Mattey noted that the 
District-wide Facilities committee has been tasked with considering the feasibility of 
District-wide air conditioning installation. 
 
The Committee requested the following: 

● Additional information on unit ventilators and how they might be adapted for air 
conditioning installation  

● Commitment to the continued study of parking and traffic 
● Additional information on mold/air monitoring and remediation 

 
Mr. Mattey noted that the next meeting of the Committee would take place at Edgewood School 
as a ”field trip” to view the construction area there and the precautions being taken to separate 
construction from school functions. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:55 pm. 


